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invoduced o Emily Dickinson, Wali
Whitman, ond Mark Twain a3 the
main authors of the conon,  The canon
is supposed 1o be the greotes warks in
American liberghare, bol who  dakines
what's great and whot's not? The tex
has a pattern of making major writers in
the canon o3 deod, whike men. I'm
shocked Emily Dickinson made it con
sidaring she's o woman. America loves fo broodoast
the foct that we hove so mony different roces fiving
in this couniry and we're considered the melfing pot,
bt | hoven't seen America blend together yel when
1 cames o lirerohure
langsion Hughes said it best whan he stated ™,
Too, Sing America.” His poem locuses on how
white pacpls may be athomed of blocks whian com.

|n American Lerature class, | wos

pany comes. Hughes wants us fo reak
iz us that ha s American and some-
day will rise and get his proper recog:
niin, His goal wos later recchad by
bis fuiure presence in the conan,
Copntes Cullan wos oncther parson
infrodisced to me as o conon wriser, But
the populalion of blacks in this country
i obout FRinean parcent gnd 'm wme
#hat pwo block writars cren't o kair por-
fion. | know thot populations changs
gver the years but the Horlem
Renpissancs hos Baen Ening ot LiRCE
the 19205 ond | feel that here are many sirong,
block writars who could've olio been infroduced into
the canon of “greot works ol lirmrature”

| do feal that the canon is gatting a fitle mare
divarse by including men who may have been
rumarsd 16 be homosexval fex, Walt Whitman]
ahong with the presence of women ofber than Emily
Dickinson. Bul many pacple do not undersiond the
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significance of this diversity, During o discussion of
why the canon shouwld or should net be more
diverse, o student said “Why should the conon ba
mone diversa? Al tha fime the conon was presented,
it was basically all white males who were writing lii
erature. Black pecple waren't wriing lerature, so
why should we chonge the whola canon just
bocouse the country is mone diverse?”

That ks the meost ignoront ssstement 've ever
heord my whale life. ‘Why would you wont o glo-
rify such @ huge characier flaw? The majority race
may be uncomforioble with puting black writers into
the conon becouss it paints to the Aows in U.S, his
tory ai well a3 the encesiors of many readers. Mo
ane wonty fo gir their own dirty loundry.  Many
block posts: Nikki Giovanni, Langsion Hughes, and
Gwendolyn Brocks point out the siruggles that
they've endured in this country.  Along with thess
ferw, many mare black writers/posts point to slavery
o3 the source of it. Putting postry in tha conon about
hew black pecple struggled through slovery, dis
crimination, and poverty is like sitiing in the family
room having leissrely conversation about how

The canon is supposed to
be the greatest works in
American literature, but
who defines what’s great
and what's not?

Doddy molesied his daughter lase might, It hurts yeur
ears. You ore ashomed. Mo one wonts to lalk about
what they're ashamad of,

A few black writers side step roce, history, sirug-
gle, olong with oiher condraversial topics, But over-
ofl, the rafic i slim fo none when you consider the
main block writers ond posts in the Hasdem
Renaissance.

nothar isue in the conon is whather IFs disre-

“rigger” in it, | don’t understand how you can differ-
enfighe derogatory lerms like these. Maybe if's the
rafic of the school that makes o difference. Hod |
been of an H.B.C.U. or had the rofio of Hocks bean
higher, maybe this eocher would've been packier
obout the word “nigger” o well,

| think the canan relates in the same way. Whe
are the people who picked what should and should
n't be in the cancn? White males. Wha is mainly
in the conon?  White males. I'm not saying s
wrong fo support people that you ore familiar with
of people that you can relate to. But | think i's unfair
1o exclude o whole race of people jur because you
don’t understand nor ofempt lo undersiand thedir
peint of view or tolent. | | question whether thess fit
srary buffs actually think that liseraturs fram ather
culhwes is nat greal, Insiead | go bock to my arigi
nal theary on putting bod business inte the spotlight.

The first hiree months in this closs, The feocher
shuck o the white male outhors mentionad above,
even though the class description specifically siotes
that the Horlem Renaissance would be cne of the
main topics. In the fourth monsh of this chous, we
finally discussod Hodom Remcissance writers, Twe,
langston Hughes and Countes Cullen, These are
two of the most well known authors of our time.
not dig deeper? Why not study semasns el whose
less known?  Soying the Harlem Renoizionce weuld
be o major topic in American Lilerohure Il and then
only using two outhors s like saying we're geing fo
discuss Americon hisiory ond then just adding
Marfin Luther King, Jr. There are mars than just thees
black influentiol people in American history. What
ever hoppened o WEB. DuBois, Koo

spectful ta use certain derogatory lerms. A shis

sudent soid that she hod o ieacher

who refused 1o read any lilerchue in her de
ueed tha word “whore™. Bul of P same Heo

et he ciass reod aloud oy weifings with the word

and o is the canan.
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