From child star and actor to rapper. Brandon Adams is back
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From child star and actor to rapper. Brandon Adams is

back

by Shamontiel L. Vaughn

He's 511 now and gained some
muscles, but even without the trademark.

curly hair, 28-year-oid actor Brandon
Adams still looks the same as he did as
a child star.

Adams was Dion in the TV sitcom “A

. Different Worid,” and in 2 slew of films,
including playing Jimmy Bean in “Polly,”

Poindexter ‘'Fool’ Williams in *People
Under the Stairs,” Kenny DeNunez in
“Sandlof” and Jesse Hall in *Mighty
Ducks™ and "D2: The Mighty Ducks.”
Diehard fans may remember Brandon

Adams as Zeke ‘Baby Bad’ Michael from
the Michasl Jackson film, *Moonwalker”

FAQ My s | Twitte

\’;o;u{"Cx t;j p)y. O;f’
1) L’A C:K'AgM’E*R,I;G:A:I-

"Member Log-In

PO S—
R —

Forgot your password?

W

g
Search

.

“~

" Click for details

Jackson's Bod{/ Moved to
‘Undisclosed Location’

AccuWeather.con”
hi . IL
Hourly Info | 15 Cays
Partly sunny
T 85F
RealFeek®: 82°F
Winds: S at 10 mph

Email

" Digital Edition
“

6/27/2009



_«child star and actor to rapper, Brandon Adams is back

Adams has been adting since he was four years oid {Pepsi commerciai) and has over 30
different film, television and voiceover credits to his name, not counting the times he mads
repeat appearances on sitcoms like “Moesha,” * Sister, Sister and *The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air”
But after the 2001 fiim, “MacArthur Park,” Adams slowed down on his acting roles and
disappeared

“l just wanted some time off,” Adams explained to the Defender. | spent most of my young fife n
mehsmmmksedommsdwmﬁs.imsdedmneaymngpersmanddowhaﬂ
wanted todo ™

Although Adams was homeschooled as well as going to public schoo! in his California residence.
he had debates with his mother about going to high school. However, with the number of jobs he
was gaiting and teachers not wanting to prepare early lesson plans, he lost that battie and
homeschoo! won.

An old school R&B lover of artists like Michael Jackson and Rick James, Adams was supposed
Ime!easeanR&BCDalmeageufM_mmsaidlha(neverhappenecL

And while he proudiy stated, ‘| can sing, | can hold 2

tune,” he loves dusties the most Related Content:

Memcries of Michael Jackson

°1 like the old school guys...the ones before my time AP Source: Michael Jackson dies
that | listened to with my mother,” he said. “You can't
find that creativity anymore in the game.”

Michael  Jackson  announces
Making sure my children remember
Lost but never forgoiien, Michael
Related to:
Brandon Adams B.Lee People Under
the Stairs
A Difierent World Mighty Ducks Michael
Jackson
Moonwalker Baby Mike Baby Bad

Moonwalker movie

Page 2 of 4

“View Our Videos

(T Tube;

. 4

r Y
Pittsburgh Courier

S -

r ~

. MICHIGAN CHRONICLE )

i FrontPage \
" TRLSTATE
D

22t

Ed
-~
4

http://www.chicagodefender.com/article-51 82-from-child-star-and-actor-to-rapper-%C2%...  6/27/2009



e
.« child star and actor to rapper, Brandon Adams is back Page 3 of 4

However, he is a fan of hip-hop music, especially that of rappers Nas, Jay-Z and the late Tupac
Shakur. After finishing his high school eredits, he started working in the background of the
entertainment industry. Adams teok screenwriting and directing classas, and under the alias B.
Lee, he released a hip hop mixtape calied "8. Lee H.D."

Muemeadingrolesslwaddmandheminuedwithomarnmminggoals,far\smver
heard about him on the news falling into the traps of other child actors, regardiess of growing up
in the inner city of Los Angeles where gangs are dominant.

“i grew up in Inglewood, L.A., and South Central,” Adams said. *} was always humbied by my
situation. | would go on set and come home to my neighborhood and my block to my friends, and
it wouid be a whole other story.”

Hespeuﬂmedma‘gmgwmzsevewdaykfefmknsgwmgwmmmmyofms
Ange;es,’buthewmnevermvc!ved,ammuwhenadplan(yaffriendsmomvictjmsofgang
V’IDIEI‘ ce.

Adams’ advice to kids who are being coaxed into gang life is the same advice he followed 10
avoid them: “Aim higher. Stay focused. Kasp your mind on something posilive becauss thara’s
nothing pasitive about gangs. (They) don't bring anything to the table.”

Unfortunately while he was one of the fucky ones, his best friend Meriin Santana (most popularly
known as Stanisy, Rudy’s boyfriend, on “The Cosby Show” and Romeo on “The Steve Harvey
Show”) was murdered on November 8, 2002, after a false accusation of rape, according to JET
magazine.

*it was devastating,” Adams said, who has several photos on his Facebook and MySpace pages
of him with Sanizna and wearing  shirt with Merfin Santana’s face. “ft tock me a long time to
recover from that. (Medh}mmyba&fria‘ni,md(ﬂwmmﬂer)wasasemehsshhg'

anmhmssayshermssmwgoodminmemmmmry.maomydhs
true friends aren't in the business besides Santana, who Adams emphasized was the friend who
*could've had anything that | had.”

According to a study completed by Northeastem University (Boston), between 2002 and 2007,
homicides involving Black males grew by 31 percent and as perpetrators, 43 parcsnt. With
Adams’ loss of a best friend, the gang violence in Los Angsles and 2 54 percent dsath increase
in victims from the African-American male community due to gun violence, Adams’ newly
released independent film, *Stuck in the Comers” about a young man whose friend was killed by
gangs, is timely. “Stuck in the Comers™ was written by Aurey Kalz and released n May 2009,

But Adams will lighten the acting moad with his upcoming comedic film, “Wigger” that he stars
working on next month. And even though he's been gone for a minuts, he still appreciates his
fanbase.

When asked what is the best part about being a celebrity, he said, “It's not the part of being a
celebrity that's so attractive to me. H's being ized for your ishments and what
you've done...becoming closer to what you want to achieve in ife.”

Adams also runs into his fair share of women who admit to having a crush on him when they
were littie.

*| was everybody's fitle boyfriend when | was younger,” Adams said with 3 iaugh. “It's ail good
It's just love, you know. I'll take the love. Give it tome.”

In photos: (main photo) Photo by Lori Dom

{middie photo) Photos with Michael Jackson courtesy of Brandon Adams; photo from “Mighty
Ducks™ courtesy of Brandon Adams, Walt Disney

(iast photo) Ghristopher Lee Warren
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