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- AfroFlow artist Michael "Mike-E” Ellison got his i
heart broken about three minutes after [ met him o iz
before the AfroFlow concert. At least that's what he r -
told a DuSable Museun security guard when he saw Search
- her smoking. She looked at him apologetically as he
c e talked about the tobacco industry bemg “financial
fellatio” and “lepalized genocide” His intensity = Search now %
(although polite) caught me a little off guard from &

- . r -
his otherwise charismatic personality. Register to win!
1 remembered seeing Mike-E first on HBO's “Def Poerry” doing a humorous spoken word

poem about being “Light Skin Did” and how light-skinned brothers had gone out of style. He
\RCHIVES was all smiles with the model poses you may have scen him use for a Pelle Pelle ad.
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But when it comes to cigarettes, outer appearance is secondary, unless it’s the look of cigarette
smoke being inhaled.

“There are advocates who will be attending the (AfroFlow) show who have attempted to sit
down and protest with (the tobacco industry)... these people have deep pockets, and they buy off
politicians, lobbyists (and) artists,” Mike-E stated leaning back on a seat in Afroflow’s decked-
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out tour bus. “I don’t tIAn'.ow my stones at them. They’re not the enemy at the e.nd_o the day. If Dad Allegedly Bit Son's
you can make that decision, that’s between you and God. But what I can say is if Mike-E and Eye Out
AfroFlow, by industry standards grassroots artists, put together a tour (and) got ourselves on a T
fully wrapped tour bus for four months, surely our more well-established artists with deeper s e :
pockets could do better by us.” -
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Mike-E isn’t downplaying the success of other artists, but he emphasizes that celebrity and
music can bring much more to the entertainment industry to help others. The "others” in
Afroflow who help Mike-E in his fight against the tobacco industry include DI Invisible,
vocalist Kenny Watson, and drummer Sowande Keita.

“People will say (the tobacco industry) helps out a lot of programs. They fund Black

organizations. They buy their silence too, by the way. And what I say to that is crack dealers £ : ——— » 2
give out turkeys on Thanksgiving,” Mike-E stated with a head filt to emphasize his point. Plttsburgh Courter

¥ 2
But not only is Mike-E proud of standing up against the mainstream. He’s proud to represent for i - 3
Afica oo, being born Ethiopian and using his experiences there for the music indusiry. iy MICHIGAN CHRONICLE P

: ] r ~

“The tie to Fthiopia is very important to me,” he said. “The highlight of my career was being in F nm
Ethiopia... we shot a video and did our song ‘Erhiopia (Everything Will Be All Righy)® with m 99
children we work with. .. and seeing scores of children coming cut of the (Nile) river singing my 4 2
song and screaming my name was the highlight of my career, and that let me know that I'm on r b
the right path The industry could never give me that feeling.” TRI-STATE
Other golden moments included talking to students at the DuSable High School, a leukemia

. 2

survivor Brandon Guffey calculating how he could go on tour with AfroFlow and a North
Carolina woman named June Ledbetter who sang for the first time with AfroFlow vocalist
Kenny Watson after being diagnosed with cancer,

The encouragement people get from seeing AfroFlow was more than obvious while seeing them
live at the DuSable. During one song, Mike-E asked a few people 1o come onstage (o groove
with him, thinking he'd only get one or two. Instead about 40 percent of the audience jumped
onstage to dance, sing and take photos with him to "My € jrind Is Divine.”
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Of course being sponsored by the American Cancer Society, audience members expected songs
against smoking and clapped when audicnce member Tanette came onstage to say she was
going to quit smoking for her children. But the energy of percussionist Sowande Keita playing
his drum so hard that he busted it is something words can’t deliver. Another drummer let him
use his drum {a huge offering for a musician), and Mike-E joked about an audience member at
another show saying she just wanted o “lick Sowande’s arms” because they're s0 muscular.
Sowande hammed it up and flexed for the audience, which was met with oohs and giggles.
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During some parts of the performance, Mike-E said he didn’t need music. “just (my) mic and
the integrity.” He performed several songs from the AfroFlow CD and others impromptu.
AfroFlow's DJ Invisible also incorporated rock music by legends like Jimi Hendrix.

Other memorable and educational moments included Mike-E stating that Biggie. Tupac or any
other lyricist couldn’t top the lyrics delivered by Dr. King’s speech “/ Have a Dream,” and
educating the audience on how the symbol for a swastika originated in Africa. After looking it
up. a swastika resembles the Hindu good luck symbol called the Wheel of Sri and the Ghanaian
sun symbol, and Hitler stole this symbol interpreting it a different way.

Although AfroFlow ran out of ume, the audience begged for the two songs he was told he didn’t
have the timeframe to do, so he gave us a teaser of both. People danced, sang and hurried out to
collect CDs before Afroflow was off to their next show.

The Afroflow tour is sponsored by the American Cancer Society, Pelle Pelle, Fuze and the

Cancer Action Network traveling around the United States.

Click here to read an exclusive interview with Mike-E of AfroFlow (also in OUR
ENTERTAINMENT): Afrofitow’s Mike-E fights obacco industry through music.

Copyright 2009 Chicago Defender. All rights reserved. This matenial may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.

These young men sound like very strong positive young men. They are fighting for a /%
good cause. The artide sound very interesting - makes me interesterd enough to

want to listen to their music and | do believe [ will. Mike=E looks like he is enjoying
the crowd intermingling with him while he is singing. Can't wait until Wednesday to
Gwendolyn read the online interview. Keeo uo the 0ood work. ¥
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